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Workshop Brief

The situation has been much muddled by the tendency of the modern
movement, since the time of William Morris, to gather up all decent
buildings under the rubric of “architecture”. This was a warm, friendly and
egalitarian thing to do, but it must now seem as historically crude and
as perniciously confusing as Nikolaus Pevsner’s proposition that Lincoln
Cathedral is architecture and a bicycle shed is not. The distinction was
made on the basis that Lincoln Cathedral had aesthetic pretensions and
bike sheds don't.

This was not only a piece of academic snobbery that can only offend a
committed cyclist like myself, but also involves a supposition about sheds
that is so sweeping as to be almost racist. How can he know that any
particular bicycle shed, or even the whole typology of ‘bicycle shed’ in
general, was conceived without aesthetic intentions? What one can know
by practiced observation, however (and what Pevsner may even have
meant), is that cathedrals (including ugly ones) are generally designed
modo architectorum, and bicycle sheds (even handsome ones) are
more commonly done in one of the numerous other modes of designing
buildings available.

viii



Workshop Brief

Perhaps no topic today

presents as many questions

for architectural practice and
pedagogy as the distinction
between expert and amateur
designers and builders. Limitations
In access to material resources,
fabrication tools, and labor have
historically served to reinforce

this distinction. More recently,

the cost and expertise required

to effectively apply proprietary
B.I.M. software systems to the
design and build process, along
with the impositions of education,
certification, regulation, and
licensure, have (particularly in the
United States) sought to underline
and enforce the boundary between
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a class of expert practitioners from
less skilled amateurs.

But with the advent of easy-
to-use consumer-oriented

design software, online video
platforms for sharing and viewing
instructional content, and

social media for circulating and
consuming imagery, the relevance,
necessity, and procedures for
maintaining these boundaries is
an increasingly contested territory.

This defensive impulse has
primarily manifested as an
iInsistence that certain structures
are architecture, while others are

not. Published in 1964, Bernard
Rudofsky’s exhibition catalog
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turned book Architecture Without
Architects: A Short Introduction

to Non-Pedigreed Architecture
presents a photographic and
descriptive survey of vernacular
structures from around the

world. Arguing for an expanded
inclusion and consideration of
building forms typically considered
unlicensed and therefore
unremarkable at best, Rudofsky
nonetheless seems resigned

to the idea that “"vernacular,”
‘anonymous,” or “spontaneous,”
architecture is no longer possible
in a contemporary context: “There
IS much to learn from architecture
before it became an expert’s art,”
(emphasis added) he writes in the
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preface, implying that the role of
the amateur is exclusively in the
past.?

But despite the pre-industrial
constraints that Rudofsky applies
to his inquiry, “anonymous”
building and “spontaneous” design
practices have continued apace,
and are as robust and varied
today as the contemporary canon
of “Architecture With Architects.”
Such buildings, however, have
yet to enjoy their own dedicated
exhibition at the Museum of
Modern Art.

In order to acknowledge, examine,
and document the typically under-
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recognized forms of creative
practice and knowledge circulating
through these buildings, this
workshop examines the recent
phenomenon of "non-pedigreed”
building practices in ltaly, known
colloquially as the “Casa del
Geometra.”

The geometra is a regulated
profession in ltaly more broadly
described as a surveyor, but
whose activities and practices now
range from arbitration to design

to engineering. Recent relaxation
of building code restrictions has
allowed the licensed geometra

to design residential housing

up to a maximum of two floors,
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despite possessing minimal or
no design education. The “Casa
del Geometra” can perhaps be
understood not as an isolated
phenomenon, but as one more
addition in a recent and increasing
series of very public challenges
to the autonomy of the architect
as the lone expert in the realm of
building design and construction
practices.Through a study of
photographs of existing homes
designed by geometras (or
possessing the nuances and
novel characteristics of the “Casa
del Geometra™) found primarily in
exurban developments, students
will work in groups to research
and document specific topics
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related to these homes and the
professionals that design them

to produce a collective catalog

or taxonomy of building details,
doors, windows, fences, bricks,
planters, moldings, roofs, as well
as building practices, regulation,
and dally life. The pattern book

of sorts will act, similarly to
Rudofsky’s Architecture Without
Architects, as documentation of
this still-emerging phenomenon,
as a speculative exhibition catalog
for the (likely never to occur) show
“*Architecture With Geometras,”
including speculations on possible
under-explored and unexploited
opportunities for construction.
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1. Reyner Banham, “A Black
Box: The Secret Profession of
Architecture,” A Critic Writes:
Essays By Reyner Banham
(Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1996) 293.

2. Bernard Rudofsky, Architecture

Without Architects: A Short
Introduction to Non-Pedigreed
Architecture (Albugquerque:
University of New Mexico
Press, 1964), n.p.
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GEOMETRI

1929 - 2019

Highschool Diploma

History

6 months Vocational Training Course

State Examination

. Registered Geometra

Highschool Diploma

Registered Geometre
100,000

.

AL

20,000 €

2 Years in Technical Institute

. Registered Geometra

A. Topogphical surveying / Measuring

B. Operations of tracing of firm and consrotium

C. Measurement and division of rustic funds

D. Measurement and division of urban / civil construction

E. Estimation of rurual areas areas and funds

F. Estimation of urban areas

* G. Estimatin of dead stocks

‘ H. Purely accounting and adminstrative

* |. Taking care of farms

‘ J. Project, management, surveillance and liquadation of rural area

‘ K. Design, management and supervision of modest civil construction

30,000 €

O

3,000 €

O

O

Annual Income

Disatistification
32%
7,000€

O_O Volumetric Calculation
O—O Value Estimation

100 € 300 €

O

Design Fee

Design Fee: 8% - 16%
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ARCHITECTS

2019 AC. 2630 BC. Ancient Egypt

5 Years Undergraduate Highschool
State Examination B.Arch Diploma

L, | L
secrion [ I
Highschool

State Examination 3 Years Undergraduate Diploma IQ

| ki
\ \
secrion s [ NN

‘ A. Programming Strategy

‘ B. Schematic / Concept Design

‘ C. Design Development / Refinement

—{ Architecture Design }—\

‘ D. Preparation of Construction documents

‘ E. Tender bids, Negotiation,and Appointment

‘ F. Construction Administration

Registered Architects (ITA)
150,000 (27%)

o 6 06 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o .
ALLLIEETTTLE ] -
-
Registered Architects (Europe)
56,0000

J N N N

‘ G. Project Closeout

Lower Income: 9,000 Euro 21 ’(.)00 € 15’900 €

34%

o

o~

Higer Income: 30,000 Euro Annual Income

17% Disatisfaction
47%
15,000 € 1,240 €
Design Fee: 2% - 6%
C 0O
\J
Design Fee
2,500 € 750 €
50,000 € 16,000 € 0O O @
: : ~
Interior Rennovation
\J

Renowed Architect Consultancy
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Cancelation of State Examination.
Becoming a geometra will be even
easier in future.

Many of the geometri worked as independent
designers, they became popular around clients,
theaterning the status of architects.

Number of geometra rocketed
because of the economic boom in the post-war
reconstruction.

Royal Decree no. 274
Geometra replaced the surveyor,
gaining the ability of designing civil house.

2025
2019 —f----- [905 Anniversary of Geometra ]
A
2015 —f----- Geo-expo:
Geometre groups attended the Milan Expo 2015,
as a unique profession and feature of Italy.
90s
1950s - 60s —
""" [ ‘Golden Age’ of Italian Economy ]
1945 —
""" WWwiI
1939 —
""" 15257
_____ Mussolini became the president of Italy.
1922 — -
. Facist party ruled the country.
Timeline

4
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W Servizi Oaline~ @ Pratiche Cataviali- & Pratiche Eizia- o Serviai Vasi+ & Quide U~ 0 Mews Edia~ & About Me~

GEOMETRA ANTONIO MASSARI

_Studio Tecnico
Geometra Tommaso MARCELLO

"

i Consulenze Tecniche

GEOMETRA ENERGETICO
LECCE

N
Studio Geometra Nitti Francesco a ’ \l |

éﬁ; Bari BN \‘ ﬁ

Opera su tutto il territorio

“ per fornire dei servizi professionali per
7 consulenze .

OEDEmn -
Geom.
Alessandro  Ronge

Studlio Tecnico

sicurezza, progettazione e prevenzione incendi

Websites
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http//swww. gravilimmobiliare.it

et o o T 3 St Y

PHOME ¥ UAZIENDA > CONTATTI > STUDIO TECNICO X VENDITE X AFFITTL X ACQUISTL ¥ PERMUTE

L -

Offiams  un  vaich  perdne

jen - Akpattn degh imoogel prosi in sace roetrathuale;

SE ) e B,
> AFFITTT

Torvmcisi ad alto wabir e uald o
waatr comp sark

n
abia vacancs, I rotes quaie o garastind
=i aseoaies cetterrs

Progetti e Consulenza.it

Sandro Boccia Geometra
~ Home Chi zinre Attivith Cantatti

%35 H = Srodio S i fablo mesto — -
WAV LN AT ATRGIIATURA  GEAMGAAMMA  CONTATTI

Studio S5 di fabio mesto

Gaerratra s Ba
s s e 0018
Lt werth BO5 mmpening 4 aits difenpemass (5 (e Urariade & o

p——
A —
et gt e o il o bantriste

Lt e Bngu 4 oparatia ey sacietd  rimaics mels ueds anes dele
“Std Gruppa G Lan” opersties 2 1984 o & cu s ngmeming”

Studio Tocnice Gaom. Danisle Mela

: = . STUDIO TECNICO DI
Studio Tecnico Geom. Daniele Mele

Homs  Shadés i progerati [< i
PROGETTAZIONE Domato Abbruzzese b e e e P
Gonstraa ik

AT ale eee 08

Uno studio di progettazione edile nel
cuore di Conversano

ele Daniele

STupio TECNICO GEOMETRA

Websites
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: Studio Accopli S.rl.u. 5 -
sy Sl Bo =i = -
o Cioms  Col favid Dowomd Lk P e New  Rbiar  Mamaril

CONTATEACT

77

Progettazione
Amministrazione Immobili

£, # I

ALEMA

Voma AMMUSAGT Cotattl Aok Loge  Privac Py

SOLUZIONI PER OGNI TIPO DI

ESIGENZA, REALIZZA'LA TUA IDEA

D ML P

STUDIO ARGENTIERI S.r.l

sicurerze
salute ouaiice’
ambenta l% A ; formazions

Consulenza selute a sicurezze sul levoro

Studio A tieri - C I

La Swdio Argentiarl s.rl & una socheth o consubenza con wade &
Brietied, kpeciatizzata nefla fomiura & supportl Specislcl in muaters
& progeilusions per s sskan 6 ScumErs sl bvaro, Nasch cata
shrimrals waperinis o dalls Fodeme comprincs e s &
saite » shuezze dulo SheSo Arganted Compalinze iceciiche
ergono aspresse raln wlborazion 0 SO 8 ORI P e
ncispenaatl viknzion i base o D. Lgs. 45496 {sicurezza canter),
o pergh

dale norme a futsla dellambhints & 6 wioursza o sakate del
tavorator come a0, Lgs. S108

salute e si sul lavoro Sarvizi

STUDIG TEENICO GTOMITE.

T

It
NN

PER UACQUIRENTE NESSUNA
COMMISSIONE DA PAGARE

o W P ¥ LS S
SMBeoue™s - Gestione
a Condomini ON-LINE:
DA OGE! PARTECIPA ALLA VITA
CONDOMINIALE DIRETTAMENTE DA CASA.

applichiamo i massimi standard di
qualita e tecnologia

= STUDIO TECNICO ING. PASQUALE FANTASIA L Chisma(rs @ Debarion Sresdal

STUDIO TECNICO FANTASIA

Ingegneria Amislente Infsrmatica Tecnologia
Npertura wle sre H00

o+ @O

Servizi edili,
costruzione e
vendita edifici
civili ed
industriali,

Websites
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ﬂ Studio Tambone

Lo Studio Tambone ti da il benvenuto sul

proprio sito ufficiale.

| NOSTRI SERVIZI

P B i retbany Ak, mgene s e Eise 0 RSt eger,

ACCESSO UTENTE

Da una esperiénza professi
progettazions civile, lo studig
prolstisto verso
necessith di

Perinformazionl chizmare al +39 0831 335839

.F,':‘.'*E!“.L-'J?‘& T

= L

T

woue camuuo EFEREN APRIOFOMDIMENTI  BLOG  MEWE EDEVENTI  CONTATTACI

CARLO 2ITO

STUDIO TECNICO

Websites
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CORRIERE spe770 o

HOME CHROMICLE ACTUALITY POLICY ECONOMY AVERAGE SHOWS SPORT

WEST IMMIGRATION

IMOTORI

AREZZO

income

OO

It "burst” at work . He has contracted an
occupational disease caused by excessive
stress due to exposure to the angry complaints
of citizens living in public housing. And for this
reason a 52-year-old surveyor from Arezzo won

the case with Inail . who was ordered to pay the

Work stress, surveyor gets Inail

SCOPRILA

IN TUTTE LE
CONCESSIONARIE
MINI ADERENTL

COURIER & BUSINESS EARTH AND TASTE

P8 CAMPEGGIO
1 PRINCIPINA

;'I:"r It Camping preferito dalle famiglie -
¢ dai bambini, immerso nella

TAN 4,95% TA
Efinoa € 6.5(

rigogliosa pineta della Maremma
Toscana, a pochi passi dal cristalline
® mare di Principina. Ilchxen\mgoper
_ una vacanza felice e i

3 S e

ticabile. &y

Sri Lanka, images from inside the
church after the attack

Christmas in Rome, the
" lighting of the fire of the
. goddess Vesta

The Easter of the Fire
i Brigade, to the rescue ofa
dog trapped in a gutter

Publish your products

eﬂportale [ooammmanmomas [

opping cart Login | Facebook Login

30

f

In 10 years, will the Italians still

buy a house?

Edilportale Tour 2019 in Pescara explains the evolution of the building that adapts

to the new demand

03/28/2019 O See Update of 04

28/03/2019 - "Will there still be homeowners in 10 years? Will there be demand
for jobs?" Thus Marco Marcatili, an economist at Nomisma, opened the works

of the Pescara stage of Edilportale Tour 2019 .

= 0 Comments

FibrolEK xiFibrotubi

ann . ; .
PANNELLO SOTTOTEGOLA [RRnrermt

promatect

00X

La lastra antincendio universale

SCARICA LA BROCHURE

Free advice
from a VELUX
designer

¢, Book

A

News Headlines
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Network | Publish your products  Shoppingcart Login Facebook Login

edilportale

FibrolEK <tiFwrotubi

PROFESSION | [
Surveyors: 'our Incomes are up
6.3%'
by Mlessandra For Savoncelli the performance is positive considering that the neighboring
Mara professions (engineers and architects) remain in heavy trouble
01/256/2019 © See Update of 04/0¢ W1 Comments € 3182
37
Recommend
T promatect’
1 100X

La lastra antincendio universale

SCARICA LA BROCHURE

] Free advice
Photo: goc 123RF.con from a VELUX
designer
25/01/2019 - Surveyors' incomes have no crisis: in 2018 their average annual % ook

income registered a 6.3% growth.

a® PROFESSIONALS~ COMPAMNIES  SAFETY~ ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROCUREMENT  FOCUSw CONFERENCES COMPANIES | SHOP

NEWSLETTER

=
Surveyor killed: can you die for a real estate
appraisal?

The nurnber of foreclosed | ties is growing. 1 INSEQUENICE is SOr

. SCEGLI
mes o crozy & _CASA NU@VA

[to '5-’]{ the costs can also be praj fessionals who

gesiure

ave ni

LO SHOWROOM DIGITALE

Of Technical Editorial - Movember 14, 2018 @ REPRODUCTION RESERVED Dl CASAIT PER LE

2 oo
3 L

Surveyor Marco Carlo Cassano , 44 years old, was killed in SCOPRI
----- . . Portacomaro d'Asti by the 91-year-old owner of the
building in which the technician, charged by the Court,

was about to carry oul a real estale appraisal, as part of a

proceeding real estate enforcement.

The surveyor did not have time to enter the small fenced
yard in front of the house, where the first shot started. The
man fell to the ground and was rescued by a couple.
While the ambulance was arriving, a second gunshot was

fired, which put everyone to flight.

The carabinieri, who arrived shortly afterwards, immediately understood what had happened: the owner
of the house where the surveyor was supposed to have carried out the survey had fired. While the
ambulance is transporting Cassano to the Asti hospital, the carabinieri broke into the farmhouse from
which the shot was fired. There, sitting in an armchair, they found Dario Cellino, with the gun in his hand.

4
He was arrested on charges of attempted murder and taken to the barracks. A few minutes later, the [N

news of Massano's death arrived.

News Headlines
11
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Economy

A "Palazzo delle Professioni": engineers,
surveyors and architects are looking for a
house in Forli

"The Palazzo delle Professione is a container of several hundred square meters and in its
organization it will have to present itself as a usable, open space of confrontation and
sharing between professions towards institutions and towards citizens".

Editorial board
e
0 MARCH 2%, 2019 13:16 un =

The most read today

Good-bye coins, the revolution
in the supermarkets has started:
at Conad, spending is rounded

= up

=7 i 2 Easter bridge, many choose the
L= farmhouses for lunch. Also
o & offered health menus
—

SRS BPSIY Expired Car
- === < Insurance? What are
- you waiting for? Do

Amazon shares: job

he exploratory call for expressions of interest tor the search for offer to do at home

properties located in Forli has been published which, in terms of P A

representativeness, location and type characteristics, can house the "Palazzo
delle Professioni”, to build the unitary headquarters of the Orders and pansored by OUEDLAIN &

LATII:A. ':HE URBAM CENTER IS BORN . Sli:\l l.:\'l‘l 8
Citizens and professionals can SCARPARO
pa rtiCipate in the planning Of the -Vu‘r derlints ére ordicoltura
City PHOTO e, 9’(’("‘0"‘1“{(15{!‘0

B | As | A~ | Apri 18,2019, 010830 shere | (1 [ |

LATINA - VIA CONGIUNTE DX, sn¢

TEL0773.663.878 wwsementiscarparoit |

Sirio makes
and braces
with advanced techn

At Ariccia, the excellence of ¢

LATEST NEWS

Castelli Romani, all full for
Easter and Easter Monday
despite bad weather

Already more than 50 people have joined the Urban Center Latina, home of the city

and the territory. As decided by the meeting that took place yesterday in the De EIETY Abusive port of white weapon:

Pasquale hall, the Municipality will provide a place where professionals (surveyors, an 82-year-old from Latina
architects, technicians), associations and citizens can meet on a regular basis. In the reported
first phase, D'Annunzio’s multimedia room was identified as the place to hold the
: : Appia Day, the ancient Appia

meetings. As soon as the works at the former Ruspi garage are completed, the [ 11:21 o Fratiacohia tn ot
meetings can move there. just 12 km on foot
The objective of the association that is being established is to give life to a From the nomad camp in

— : " ! 3 Castel Romano, he was asking
participatory planning of the city, with the involvement of those who use the places. Rometa steal offers

News Headlines
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Il Biellese Magico
e Misterioso

CICHCIMIT I . 1647 ¢C

<+ / COSTUME AND SOCIETY

COSTUME AND SOCIETY | 13 february 2019, 19:00

1929-2019: the surveyor's

profession is 90 years old

[] mebite Facebook Twitter RSS Director Archive  =lk= Pharmacies ca duty Weathor
4 o ! ar

lo sportello
Enerbit

WHAT IS THE WEATHER in piana
. V.Veneto 3
a Biella.
LN NOW

¢ BiT

MAR 23

w 9.8°C
12.7°C

| ALCENTRO DEI TUOI PROGETTI

MER 24

& 9ir¢
e 11.8°C

@ Datameteo.com ——

Gaglianico (BI)
Via Cavour 28 - .5, Trossi - Tel. 015543190

‘ormer Vaglio Rubens Biella institute

Exactly ninety years ago, on 11 February 1929, B X @ .,,._1.“5;1"
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Semi Circular Balcony
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1. Slide 9. How to Save a Life

2. Payphone 10. Pompeii

3. Take Me to Church 11. Viva La Vida

4. Chikni Chameli 12. I'm So Tired...

5. Thank U, Next 13. Uma Thurman

6. Call Me Maybe 14. Pocket Full of Sunshine
7. Waves 15. Castle on the Hill

8. Don’t Worry Be Happy 16. Locked Out of Heaven
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17. Where the Hood At 25. Passionfruit
18. Super Bass 26. Psycho
19. Broken 27. Life Support
20. Cheap Ass Weave 28. Thunder
21. You've Got a Friend in Me 29. Lemonade
22. Candy Land 30. I Need a Doctor
23. | Took a Pill in Ibiza 31. Old Town Road
24. Levels 32. Work
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Jack Hymowitz, Shaan
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#484 - Ugento - Via Liguria, 11
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#189 - Minervino di Lecce - Via Don Sturzo, 38
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#451 - Torre San Giovanni - Via B. Il Corsaro, 36
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#456 - Tricase - Via Costanzo Varolio, 1
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#168 - Melendugno - Via Tancredi D’Alta Villa, 25
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true love
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cigarette box
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daddy’s secret
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fire escape
[230,123,92]

coconut rum
[236,179,117]

Exterior Building Materials

frictionally unemployed
[230,217,141]

fried shrimp
[206,156,134]

spilled milk

[176,176,170]

the green mile
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base: writer’s block
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Roof Profiles

40.3356438,18.2980103 / 39.911651, 18.244807 / 39.911079, 18.243997 / 39.913624, 18.245547 / 39.915060, 18.239209 /
39.9140966,18.238382 / 39.8881412,18.3269263 / 39.8854349,18.3342468 / 39.8943309,18.3308712 / 40.059713, 18.058366
39.963844, 18.360344 /39.958981, 18.363090/40.0862526,18.3508688 / 39.962034, 18.362539/39.961210, 18.359676/ 39.837505,
18.364336/39.838002, 18.373387/39.839348,18.376296/40.3668088,18.1801744/40.286811,17.993885/40.2872078,17.9941615
/ 40.2843555,17.9900692 / 40.284119,17.9875793 / 40.2866254,17.9941258 / 39.952095,18.222176 / 40.286811, 17.993885

40.3329991,18.2970226 / 39.910152, 18.245697 / 39.8927996,18.3289391 / 39.8943309,18.3308712 / 39.8878182,18.335712
39.960779, 18.365327 / 39.847620, 18.364581 / 40.0562132,18.0051689 / 40.114529, 18.307067 / 40.2663599,18.3350377 /
40.3280224,18.0919886 / 40.024603,18.1441708 / 40.0504997,18.1336429

39.913165, 18.246071 / 39.912509, 18.248598 / 39.906895, 18.246047 / 39.8940998,18.3309244 / 40.023567,18.1443648

40.3347895,18.2990629 / 39.915057, 18.238919 / 39.912113, 18.242194 / 39.8928115,18.3283319 / 39.8939503,18.3310502
40.059718, 18.058588 / 40.059718, 18.054899 / 40.059337, 18.055293 / 39.965166, 18.358571 / 39.963536, 18.360585 /
39.838081, 18.376508 / 39.838519, 18.376754 / 40.285806, 17.994361 / 40.294096,17.9885658 / 40.1715086,18.0291318 /
39.86042,18.3001543 / 39.8667386,18.290094 / 39.8631443,18.2975641 / 40.3061315,18.3972195 / 40.3027784,18.3954196 /
40.2955281,18.4046477 / 39.800728, 18.357704 / 40.0888636,18.4074512 / 40.0872322,18.4073626 / 40.0885348,18.4081458

40.332688,18.2971266 / 40.3339559,18.298866 / 40.335199,18.2983447 / 40.061498, 18.052479 / 40.059972, 18.051919 /
39.959519, 18.363253 / 40.056902,18.0084974 / 40.0849926,18.3453851 /

40.3360451,18.2981485 / 39.958701, 18.363915 / 39.8560975,18.3016835 / 39.8332375,18.3534228
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40.086252,18.350868
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39.912509,18.248598
39.913165,18.246071

250






Roof Profiles

39.906895,18.246047
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Dhvani Doshi, Shauneil Williams,
Tatia Buziashvili, Yunji Seong
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Moulding

Application
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Moulding
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Composite
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Accessories

Raj Periwal, Boya Chao



Built-in Planters
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Chimneys
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